Mycobacterium tuberculosis, Mycobacterium bovis, Mycobacterium avium subsp. avium, Mycobacterium avium subsp. paratuberculosis, Mycobacterium ulcerans, and other mycobacteria are the etiologies of important diseases in humans and a wide range of animal species including cattle, sheep, goats, deer, possums, badgers, wild boar, elephants, dogs, cats, birds, amphibians, and fish. Moreover, M. bovis has a remarkably broad host range and is a serious zoonotic pathogen. In spite of centuries of investigation and costly eradication efforts, M. bovis remains an important pathogen at the interface of humans, livestock, and wildlife. M. avium subsp. paratuberculosis is one of the most widespread pathogens of dairy cattle, causing decreased production, protracted diarrhea, and emaciation. This 2nd special issue on mycobacterial diseases of animals contains 16 papers comprising 4 reviews and 12 original research papers on various topics including immunology, epidemiology, microbiology, genomics, vaccinology, and pathology. Authors from 9 different countries provide a diverse examination of mixed topics including M. tuberculosis, M. bovis, and M. avium subsp. paratuberculosis.
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This 2nd special issue on mycobacterial diseases of animals contains 16 papers comprising 4 reviews and 12 original research papers on various topics including immunology, epidemiology, microbiology, genomics, vaccinology, and pathology. Authors from 9 different countries provide a diverse examination of mixed topics including M. The editors thank the many authors for their efforts in the experimentation, labor, and time reflected in each manuscript. The lead editor thanks all editors for time spent reviewing, assigning reviews, and commenting on the many manuscripts submitted. It is the hope of the editors that this 2012 issue will prove useful to investigators, policy makers, and veterinarians involved in the study of mycobacterial diseases of animals. 
